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THE EXCITING COMPETITION in the world of pro 
wrestling often goes far beyond the match-up of two battlers 
pitting their skills and strength against each other inside the 
ring. Some of these battles are continued outside the ring 
as the grapplers refuse to settle their differences inside the 
ropes of the squared circle. Their bad feelings toward each 
other often lead to a grudge that lasts until a knock-down, 
drag-out bout puts one of the grapplers out of action for good. 


One of the most infamous of these grudges involves 7-5”, 
497-pound ANDRE THE GIANT, one of the most threaten- 
ing professionals in the mat game today. The big man from 
Grenoble, France, has a running battle with giant BIG JOHN 
STUDD, the 6-10”, 364-pounder from Los Angeles, 
California, over who is the real giant of professional 
wrestling. | 


Andre grabs Big John 


zh 
c 
oO 
ts 
~~ 
c 
we 
D 
© 
= 
oad 
= 
no) 
oS 
= 
_ 
7) 


In a true clash of the titans, Andre and Studd have squared 
off in some unbelievably brutal bouts that have had fans on 
the edges of their seats. Although Andre usually holds the 
upper hand in these brawls, Studd pulled a fast one by ask- 
ing Olympic strongman KEN PATERA for help. 

In one match, Studd and Patera double-teamed the giant, 
knocking him out, then added insult to the injury by clip- 
ping Andre’s hair while he lay on the mat. Studd and Patera 
bragged about their “victory” while the embarrassed Andre 
promised revenge. 


Vicious ABDULLAH THE BUTCHER, the 485-pound 
wild man from the Sudan, has also challenged Andre. Ab- 
dullah’s dirty-fighting almost won him the match but Andre 
once again overcame his rival. 


Another mat monster trying to establish himself as one of 
the ring’s super-heavy weights is none other than KAMALA, 
THE UGANDAN GIANT. The 360-pounder has been in- 


Andre the Giant is really 
cooking in this match 
against Abdullah the 
Butcher. 


Sergeant Slaughter 
charges Kamala the 
Ugandan Giant. 


volved in all-out war with All-American hero SERGEANT 
SLAUGHTER, the 300-pound Marine Corps drill instruc- 
tor from Parris Island, South Carolina. 

A super-patriot, Slaughter has been trying to rid the ring 
of the enemies of the American flag and Kamala is high on 
his hit list. But even though the Sarge is one of the mat’s 
greatest heroes, he went down to defeat in a terrible beating 
from Kamala in a Ugandan death match. 

Never one to give up, the Sarge bounced back and 
challenged Kamala to a “boot camp” match inside a 20-foot 
steel cage and there took his sweet revenge. 

Not all grudge matches take place to prove who is the big- 
gest or strongest ring man. Many happen as the pros com- 
pete over one of the sport’s sought-after championship belts. 


National Wrestling Alliance (NWA) Heavyweight champ 
RIC FLAIR has a running feud with just about every leading 
challenger for his precious “10 pounds of gold.” So far, Flair 
has been able to fight off all challengers and keep the title, 
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Left: King Kong Brody Right: Harley Race gives 
closes in for the win. Ric Flair the grand slam. 


but the champ’s hard schedule makes him an easy target for 
a takeover, and he could lose his strap on any given night. 


Among those who would like snatching the crown from 
Flair are “KING KONG” BRODY, KERRY VON ERICH, 
and HARLEY RACE. 


The fearsome “KING KONG” BRODY, a rugged 307- 
pounder who is as sleek as a greyhound and as ferocious as 
a Doberman, has put a real scare into the blond cham- 
pion. In several tangles with Brody, Flair was lucky to 
escape with his belt. Brody has taken Flair to the 60- 
minute time limit more than once, with the matches 
ending in draws. Brody keeps coming back, though 
—he’s made up his mind to knock the “Nature Boy” 
off his championship throne. 


KERRY VON ERICH is the only major 
challenger who has actually been able to 
capture Flair’s gold belt but his victory didn’t 
last long. Flair reclaimed his title after 18 days. 
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Jimmy Garvin is on 
top in this duel with 
Rick Martel. 


HARLEY RACE, who has held the NWA honors more 
times than any other wrestler, is always a threat. The seven- 
time NWA kingpin is a smart ring veteran and as rugged as 
they come. His deadly use of mat tricks, in addition to his 
dream of becoming the only eight-time NWA kingpin, makes 
him a painful thorn in Flair’s side. 


American Wrestling Association (AWA) champ RICK 
MARTEL has also had some wild and woolly matches over 
his World title. His biggest challengers have been former 
AWA champ NICK BOCKWINKEL, “GORGEOUS” 
JIMMY GARVIN, and THE MASKED SUPERSTAR. 


BOCKWINKEL, the classy 245-pound competitor from 
Beverly Hills, California, still has to be considered the 
number one contender for Martel’s belt. While Bockwinkel 
has come close to reclaiming his long lost title, Martel has 
been able to hang on to the strap with a combination of fierce 
pride and a dazzling array of aerial tricks in the ring. 


Both Martel and Bockwinkel are very skilled in the ring, 
but Martel —the 236-pounder from Quebec City, Quebec — 
has had to fight fire with fire and use the rough stuff with 
both Garvin and the mysterious Masked Superstar. 

| With help from his sidekick, “PRECIOUS, who often joins 
in the ring to help, Garvin managed to grab the belt by foul 
means. The decision was later reversed when the referee 
charged Precious with interference. 

The Masked Superstar, a rugged 282-pounder, has also 
been known to throw away the rulebook. Despite these 
attacks from the big man from Atlanta, Georgia, Martel 
has always managed to come out of the ring waving his 
championship belt high. 


Former WWE champ BOB BACKLUND, who ruled the 
position now held by HULK HOGAN , was also under con- 
stant attack by men who would be kings. Backlund got caught 
in some brutal warfare with JESSE “THE BODY” VEN- 


Ivan Putski takes Jesse 
Ventura for a ride on the 
ropes. 


Kerry Von Erich brings 
Michael Hayes to his 
knees in this brawl. 


TURA, a weightlifter and flashy mat star who claims to be 
the best built man in the sport. Although he wasn’t able to 
win the title from Backlund, Ventura later tried to get the 
upper hand on “Polish Power” IVAN PUTSKI, another 
muscleman. Just as they did battle in the middle of the ring, 
Ventura and Putski had a “pose down” contest outside the ring 
to see who had the better body. 


On the tag team scene there are a few grudges that rival 
those on the solo circuit. One well-known grudge is the all- 
out war being waged between the VON ERICHS — Kerry, 
Kevin, and Mike—and the fabulous FREEBIRDS — 
Michael Hayes, Terry Gordy, and Buddy Roberts. The Freebirds , 
from “Bad Street, USA? went all the way to Texas to take on the 
Von Erichs in six-man tag team action. 


The Von Erichs held their ground and the Freebirds flew 
on to greener pastures, but the Birds swoop down angrily 
every now and then to give it another try. In the meantime, 
the Von Erichs have a new challenge from GINO HER- 
NANDEZ and “GENTLEMAN” CHRIS ADAMS. 


Left: Jerry Lawler won't 
be on top for long if 
Road Warrior Hawk has 
anything to say about it! 


Right: Tommy Rich 
and Larry Zbyszko 
battle it out. 


Formerly friends of the Von Erich clan, Hernandez and 
Adams, (who both hold prestigious Texas titles) are now real 
enemies of the family. Hernandez and Adams team together 
whenever possible to take on any combination of the Von 
Erichs, hungry to prove their power in the Lonestar State. 


The awesome AWA World tag team champs, the ROAD 
WARRIORS, seem to hate anyone who challenges them, and 
the huge Animal and Hawk make no bones about it. A real 
threat to their title was the splendid 
combo of TOMMY “WILDFIRE” 
RICH and JERRY “THE KING” 
LAWLER. Rich, a former NWA 
World champ, and Lawler, who has 
held the AWA’s Southern belt more 
times and longer than anyone else, put 
up a tough battle against the Warriors 
but the iron men fought them off and 
remain unbeaten. 


One of the most hate-filled grudges of all-time involved 
JIMMY “SUPERFLY” SNUKA and RAY “THE CRIP- 
PLER” STEVENS. Managed by then WWF bad guy CAPT. 
LOU ALBANO, Snuka was offered a better contract by 
Buddy Rogers. When Albano heard about the offer, he asked 
for help from Stevens and “Hollywood Fashion Plate” Fred- 
die Blassie to attack the Superfly as he climbed into the ring 
to meet Stevens. Snuka was left knocked out on the mat. 

When the rugged athlete from the Fiji Islands recovered, 
he got his revenge on Albano in front of a packed Madison 
Square Garden crowd, sending the chubby Albano running 
for his life. Under Rogers’ guidance, Snuka turned over a new 
leaf and quickly rose through the WWF ranks. 


DUSTY RHODES, the “American Dream,” has a long- 
standing feud going with KEVIN SULLIVAN, who calls 
himself the “Prince of Darkness.” In a classic meeting of good 
versus evil, Sullivan and Rhodes have been slugging it out 


Need a haircut, Superfly 
Snuka? Ray Stevens 
thinks so. 


Junkyard Dog teaches 
Kabuki a lesson. 


all over the sunny South to prove which side is mightier. 
Sullivan almost always resorts to illegal tactics, both inside 
and outside the ring, but still has been unable to down the 
Dream. 


Another evil-doer who has felt the heat from the side of 
right is the vicious Japanese mat man, the GREAT KABUKI. 
He ran into the popular JUNKYARD DOG and was lucky 
to escape from the ring with his life. After running from the 
growling Dog, Kabuki ran smack into “The Boogie Woogie 
Man,” JIMMY VALIANT. 

Valiant and Kabuki scuffled all over the Mid-Atlantic 
region until Kabuki decided that he'd had enough and high- 
tailed it back to his homeland. He often ventures back to U.S. 
shores but keeps a wary eye out for both of his rivals. 


Down in Florida, bad man COWBOY RON BASS had 
a heated battle going with popular Barry Windham. When 
Windham was forced to leave the state for 60 days, Bass found 
he had his hands full with a friend of Windham’s from Sweet- 


water, Texas, known only as the YELLOW DOG. 


This masked mystery man picked up the battle where Wind- 
ham left off and kept Bass from running roughshod over the 
area. Windham eventually returned to the Sunshine State to 
pick up the pieces while the Yellow Dog vanished as 
mysteriously as he had arrived. 


Perhaps one of wrestling’s most vicious feuds involved 
“ROWDY” RODDY PIPER and GREG “THE HAMMER” 
VALENTINE, now popular, or unpopular, stars in the 
WWE. For atime, both wrestled in the Mid-Atlantic region. 

Battling over the US Heavyweight title, Piper and Valen- 
tine had a number of knock-down, drag-out brawls. They 
fought in almost every way they could think of, including 
chain and steel cage matches. 

The belt changed hands as each wrestler leveled destruc- 
tion at the other. At times it seemed they weren't even in- 
terested in the belt as much as they were in causing each other 


Ron Bass unmasks the 
dirty Yellow Dog. 


pain. Finally, Valentine won out and Piper ran north to 
become the curse of the WWE so Valentine couldn't put him 
out of the business for good. Valentine later followed Piper 
into WWF turf but the two have avoided each other and there 
have been no outbreaks of their former violence. 


But as with all grudges, the stage 
is always set for another brutal run- 
in. Tempers in the unpredictable 
world of pro wrestling tick like 
time bombs, so anything can 
happen (and usually does). 

While titles change hands and 
new contenders try to make their 
marks, grudges never disappear 
completely. The memories just 
burn on—until the two feuding 
wrestlers come face to face again! 


Rowdy Roddy Piper 
breaks the rules in 
this bout against 
Greg Valentine. 
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